[Painful oculomotor palsy: a diagnostic approach].
We review the question of diagnosis of painful and relatively isolated ophthalmoplegia due to diseases affecting the ocular motor nerves. For each clinical setting, we provide an overview of the main causes and a practical way to approach the diagnosis. As vascular malformations should always be kept in mind in patients with painful ophthalmoplegia, emergency neuroradiological investigations may be needed. However, the etiological scope is wide and the rationale for choosing the more appropriate examination and its optimal timing depends exclusively on the clinical evaluation. Despite advances in investigation techniques, diagnosis may remain difficult or even unresolved in a certain number of patients. We discuss successively paralysis of the third, sixth and fourth nerve, paralysis of several ocular motor nerves, recurrent ophthalmoplegia and ischaemic ocular motor palsies, which are the most frequent cause.